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Transparent Printables | Nicole Reaves

i love the transparent elements that have been included 
in past project life® kits and thought it would be fun to 
make some of my own with my favorite Bluegrass Farm 
printables. With a little recoloring, i created a full sheet 
of transparencies that not only coordinate with this 
month’s kits, but i can use them over and over again in 
different ways.

in this tutorial, i’ll show you how easy it is to recolor 
the printables in the shop and how i incorporated 
mine as a transparency in a project life® spread.

sUpply lisT :

Bluegrass Farm project life® kit; Bluegrass Farm 
printable by in a creative Bubble; Transparency Film

http://www.studiocalico.com/users/nicolereaves
http://www.StudioCalico.com
http://www.studiocalico.com/users/nicolereaves
http://www.studiocalico.com/kits/bluegrass-farm-project-life-kit
http://www.studiocalico.com/digital/printable-journal-cards-shapes/bluegrass-farm-printable-by-in-a-creative-bubble
http://www.studiocalico.com/digital/printable-journal-cards-shapes/bluegrass-farm-printable-by-in-a-creative-bubble
http://www.studiocalico.com/shop/paper/transparency-film-pack-of-10
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Step 01 :  you will be toggling through 3 files in this 
tutorial. First, open the numbers card .png from the 
Bluegrass Farm in a creative Bubble printable set in 
photoshop elements. i’ll call this file #1.

Step 02 : open a new file at 11” wide and 8.5” high. a 
transparent or white background should work fine. This is 
file #2.

Step 03 : open your internet browser and go to the kits 
page on the studio calico website. in this tutorial, i’m 
using the image from the Bluegrass Farm 4x6 paper pad 
as a color reference. Hover over the image, right click to 
save the image on your computer and open it in pse. or, i 
like to simply drag the image from the web browser over 
the pse icon on the dock of my Mac and drop it into pse. 
This is file #3.

Step 04 : Drag the numbers .png (#1) onto the blank 
letter-sized file (#2) and arrange on your page, leaving 
room to add more cards.

Step 05 : click on the paper pad image (#3) and select 
the eyedropper Tool from the toolbar. Zoom in and find a 
color you want to use. The first color i chose was the navy 
from the blue and white triangle paper by one little Bird. 
you’ll see the foreground color in the toolbar change to 
the same blue color.

http://www.StudioCalico.com
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Step 06:  Toggle to file #1 and select the paint Bucket Tool 
from the toolbar. This will “dump” the foreground color 
onto the .png. Move your cursor over the numbers in the 
image and click to change the color.

Step 07 :  Go to file #2, drag on the card in #1 and arrange 
on your page.

Step 08 : Go to the paper pad image (file #3) and again, 
using the eyedropper Tool, find another color to use and 
click on it. This time i chose the green from the polka dot 
paper by Tim & Beck. The foreground color will change to 
the same green.

Step 09 :  Go to file #1 and select the paint Bucket Tool 
from the toolbar. Move your cursor over the numbers in 
the image and click to change the color to green.

Step 10 :  open file #2 and drag on the card from #1 and 
arrange on your page. Repeat steps 5-7 with different 
colors until you’ve filled your page. i fit six 3x4 cards on 
an 8.5” x 11” page.

http://www.StudioCalico.com
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Step 11 : send file #2 to your printer. Be sure to 
choose borderless printing, change the paper type to 
transparency and print quality to best. after waiting a 
little bit for the page to dry completely, trim out your 
cards.

Step 12 :  i used the yellow transparency in my project 
life® spread to create a pocket on the front of a 4x6 card 
i folded in half. cut the top of the transparency on an 
angle and add alpha stickers for your card title.

Step 13 :  Machine stitch the transparency on the sides 
and bottom as a pocket on the journaling card. add a 
sticker label to the ampersand clip and slide the clip on 
the transparency pocket. i love that the full ampersand is 
still visible through the transparency.

Step 14 :  add journaling to the inside of your 4x6 card 
and slip inside a 3x4 pocket in your page protector. 
Making this kind of card is a great opportunity to write 
longer stories or add some private or hidden journaling 
to your project life®.

http://www.StudioCalico.com

